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Report Lal 


Summary of the March 1956 Monthly Narrative Neport 


Geld first half month, then much warmer. Park minivem 
AP at J. Yell., sexivem 67 at Tower. Snow depths. 
Earth tremers at Lake, Old Faithful = Memaaoth. i 


872 visitors incl. 10), groie-sgpanee 60 snowplane, 15 
skiers. Gardiner-Cooke only read open. Bombardier 
sowapbile breakdow:, i~2 


Stewart Jewlll, Diemer photocrapher, in for winter scenes. 2 


aec. Engr., YODC, in for meeting re 
ree al proposal. Fred & Mrs. Bussey & Mrs. Meinzer, 
Glacier, en route to 4 from Classification & Wage Conf., 
Denver. Supt. Basert of Glacier & irs. Inmert in. Se C. 
Cordes, USGS, in for river surveys. 2 


Rogers te Helena mect Seeert from Glacier; te Custer Bik 
with Haynes confer with luce. idwards back from blister 
rust meet at Missoula. [Everett t Classification & Wage 
Conf. at Denver. Kittams to Boseman re fish mortality, 
etc. Eeyncids te Roseman & Butte confer with FBI re law 
enforcanent training. Condon to WODC re new Canyon public 
use building. Barrows to Glacier ¢ “Missoula re forestry 
ete. Garry beck from Public Admin. School. Urown military 
& anrmal leave. ‘Staff meetings. Yellowstone's 84th birth- 


any. i=3 
NPE mecting & birthday porty fer purk. Sumday School 
pdemic. APGE meeting. 4 


Willard Lindauer, “eesh. Desien Office, former Segional 
Higheay Ingineer, died. 


Son born to Mr. & Mes. Foster Freeman. & 


Chas. Moore, Payroll Supervisor, left for appt. to Labor 
Dest. Edummd Gause new Porsormel Officer. Alice Marphy 
resigned as Clerk-Steno. Richard Ketcham, Engineer, trans- 
ferred to WOUC. Adviee received transfers John Schmid te 
ORC, Philip Wohlbrandt to Reg. Engr., Neg. 3, Normen 
Werkenham to Park Naturalist, Rocky Mtn. Leonard Selle, 
Janitor, resigned. Cec. Tracy, fire cache supervisor, 

& peturned to duty. Seasonal sppointments 
Beulah Kitchens to Payroll Clerk & Shirley ipperson & 
Shirley Van Gilder to Clerk-Steo. 4-5 
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Page 
First Aid Instructor's Course, 18 cet cards. Freeman 
assignment to Payroll Section. Info sent new 
seasonal naturalists. Uquipment & safety movies. 


Weekly News. 5 

ACCIDENTS: 2 vehicle accidents Gallatin road. 6 
BUILDING FIRE Plans prepared for in-service training & conference 

PROTECTION: program on building fire suporession. & 
PUBLICITY: Billings Gazette article on winter & life of winter- 


keeper in Yellowstone. Material sent Spokane Daily 
Chronicle. Elk census press release. 91,200 broadsides. 6 


Sunday School, Church, Sunday School Pienic. Communion 
service set to be received in memory May Hamilton. 
Church Committee appointed. 


Cn 


Talks at Livingston, Bozeman, Gardiner School. Idahe 
State College students in 2 days. Movies shown Mamuth 
coummity. Films & slides sent various places. 7 


MUSEUMS: Plaming for Canyon Visitor Center, 6. F. Courtyard 
exhibits. Condon to Friseo conference re Canyon 
Visiter Center. Improvements Mammoth miseum. Slides 


& prints sent Wash. Office for Netional Geographic. 7=S 
JRA DER New bookkeeping system for YLMA. Proof received 
sii Replogie's Barmock Indian Trails book. 8 


Medical permit forwarded to Committees of Congress. 
Half-ceent increases gasoline price. Hayneses in. YPCo 
garage reopened. W.M. & Jolm Nichols in, ale con- 
tractors & architect re pilot motel cabin. $ 


Spring plowing started. Some patching. Probable break- 
up reads & water damage. imirance signs. Painting in 
msewn & mess house. BenQ 


Patrols, elk count, assistance to Disney man, meetings 

& trips, eta. CRO activities listed, personnel corres- 
pondence, accident summaries, etc., Reynolds law 

enforcement manual. 9-10 


Vandaliam reported. Assistance to state & federal 
authorities. Burglars apprehended outside whe admitted 
lareenies in park. feturn of property. 10 


Tracks seen. 10 


wing back up. 1 buli at Gardiner & Stevens Creek. 
Observations of buffalo; some noted around hot spots; 
2 dead. Yeport on analysis of populations changes. 19 
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ELE: Some elk feeding Gallatin area north of park due 
pressure. Examination dead elk. 160 Live elk counted 
that area in & near park 23rd. tagring data. Dead 
- @ik seen. Numerous along Madison &. to Junction. Some 
exposed areas providing better forace now. Antler shed- 
ding appears late. Movement back to hicher elevations. lL 


ELE CENSUS: Count Northern herd by helicopters & plane, in park 


5904, outside 1059, total 6963. 1 
GOAT: Mountain goat seen west side Sepulcher Mtn. when counting 

elk, Li 
MOOSE: Cow destroyed due broken leg. Moose held wo traffie 45 

mimites. 12 
FISH: State & Yell. men took samples Lava 4 Blacktail Creeks 


for etudy effects of DDT spraying. Montana College men 
interested in studies insect populations streams sprayed. 12 


SWAN: Info on wintering habitat prepared for P&wS for study. 
3 swans near Tower & 3 near Lewis Hiver read camp. L2 
RANGE: Observations of Kittams. Talks by him to Gardiner School. 


Assisted Idaho College group with info © observations range.12-13 


Bids for securing plane for smokejumping. Western Air Lines 
contacted re use their hangar at .Jell. Barrows re- 
viewed fire reports & made suggestions. 13 


$7,400 to be released this spring for Yell. Grew selected. 
Expansion units in Region Two approved in Wash. 13 


Decision not control spruce tudworm 5,427 acres. Arrange- 
ments for Forest Insect Lab men check area sprayed & new 
infestation determine larvae populations in May. 13 


Horse & mile care, repair riding & packing equipment. 
Horse & 2 males purchased. Medical treatment to horses. i3 


Work on trail signs. ‘Selection trail crew. 13 
Compiling program for Canyon, Lake & F.Bridge. Plans 

Hemilten Stores plans for Canyon Store & dorm 
submitted & forwarded to Region & Washington. 14 
Only conztruction that of cabins for Canyon area. Lh 
Meeting of Tel. Co., YPCo, & NPS re telephone proposal. 
Conferences re Canyon power. 
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UNITED STATES 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR — 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 
April 10, 1956 


Subject: Monthly Report for March 1956 


. Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone National 
Park during the month of March 1956: 


General, 


Weather Conditions. Winter weather continmed through the first 
part of March with heavy movfall and cold weather. The rapid change to 
Spring brought temperatures at Mammoth headquarters up to 58 degrees 
causing a heavy ru-off from the melting mows. The Gardner River was 
particularly muddy on March 17 ami 18. The waxiemm temperature at Mammoth, 
58°, ceeurred on March 25 and the minimm af -25° was recorded on the lith. 
The total precipitation ct this station was .70 inch, tetal snowfall 15.5 
inches, and snow depth at end of month O except for drifts. 


The coldest temperature recorded in the pgrk curing the month 
was -10° at vest Yellowstone on March 11 whereas 59° was reeorded there 
on the 19th. ‘the park maximum was 62° at Tower Fall on the 25th. 


. The snow course averages for the @xi of the month are as follows: 
52.8 inches at Lake, 61.0" at Canyon, 35.7" at Norris, 50.é'at Lupine 
Creek, 34.7" at Northesst Sntrance, 40.2" at Bast Imtrance, 51.3" at 
Syivan Passe, 72.d;* at Snake River, 80.2" at Coulter Meadow, 143.3" at 
Lewis River Divide, 113,0° at Aster Creek, and 122.0% at Grassy Lake. 


Rarth tremors were reported by Yellowstone Park Company winter~ 
keepers, Mr. and Mrs, Gerald Gateson, at Lake Yellowstone on March 23, 
2h and 25 and again on March 2 and 31. They recorded a total of 75 
separate and distinct tremers. Although some shook the buildings, no 
damage has been found. arth tremors were also reeorded at Meanoth and 
Old Faithful between 12215 and 12:30 a.m. on March 30. 


Siveheebeer cand i re kee wane wneering & whil. of AST vinkters. 
Northeast had a total of 78 re-entry vehicles inciuding 5 coumercial 
trucks with a total of 256 visitors. The Bosbardic 

Yellowstone made 18 trips inte the park carrying 104 passengers. There 
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were also 8 mowplane trips from West Yellowstone with 19 visitors. 

South Eutrance recorded 41 snowplane trips with 41 visiters and Hast 
Entranee reported 15 skiers entering the park. ‘The total number of 
visitors during the month was 872 compared to 7/4 in February 1956 and 
2,046 in March 1955. The road from Gardiner to Cooke, Montana, was the 
only road open to travel during the month. One of the snowmobiles from 
West Yellowstone broke a track while traveling through the Firehole Canyon 
on the 2nd. Passengers were returned to West Yellowstone the same day 

but the machine had to be left until an additional track could be obtained. 


. Stewart Jewell, photographer, walt Disney Productions, 
and Mrs. Jewell, arrived March 23 to take motion pictures on Winter in the 
National Parks. The following day Mr. Jewell accompanied by three members 
of the Protection Division departed via Park Service Smo-Cat and Weasel 
for Canyon, Lake, West Thumb and Old Faithful to photograph scenes and 
wildlife. They returned to Mammoth the 30th and the Jewells left the 
following day for Mount Rainier National Park, having filmed at Yosemite 
and Grand Teton National Parks prior te coming to Yellowstone. 


« Ralph D. McFadden, Mlectrical Inginecer, Western 
Office, Division of Design and Construction, San Francisco, arrived 
March 19 for a meeting with Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Company, 
Yellowstone Park Company, and Yellowstone officials regarding the Telephone 
Company proposal to take over telephone fscilities in the park and to 
confer on other matters. He departed the 22nd. 


Fred G. Bussey, Administrative Officer, Mrs. Ethel Meingzer, 
Persomel Assistant, and Mrs. Bussey, Glacier National Park, arrived 
March 3 and departed with Persornmel Assistant lverett of Yellowstone, 
the following day to attend the Classification and Wage Administration 
Conference of the Department of Interior in Denver March 5-9, inclusive. 
They returned with Mr. iverett the night of Merch 12 on return to Glacier. 


J. W. Eemert, Superintendent, Glacier National Park, and Mrs. 
Eemert, arrived March 23 for conference with Yellowstone officials on 
matters affecting both parks, dererting the following day. 


S. C. Cordes, Agricultural Aid, U. 5. Geological Survey, Boise, 
Idaho, was in the park March 30 to take water readings on the Lamar and 
Gardner Rivers. 


Special Activities. Superintendent Rogers departed March 6 for 
Helena for a conference with Superintendent. Iymert of Glacier National 
Park on matters affecting both areas. He returned the following day. 
On the 28th he and Mr. J. ©. Haynes made a trip to Custer Battlefield 
National Momument for a conference with Superintendent Luce. 


Aesistant Chief Ranger Edwards, who had attended a meeting at 
Missoula, Montana, February 26 and 29 of blister rust control representa- 
tives in the U. 5. Forest Service office, returned to the park March 1. 
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Personnel Assistant Everett departed March 3 with Administrative 
Officer Fred Bussey, Mrs. Bussey and Personnel Assistant Ethel Meinzer 
of Glacier National Park to attend the Classification and Wage Administra- 
tion Conference of the Department of the Interior in Denver March 5-9, 
inclusive. They returned the night of March 12. 


Biologist Kittams made a trip to Bozeman March 12 to discuss 
fish mortality in the Yellowstone River with personnel in the Entomology 
Office at Montana State Collere and obtain elk tagging records from Dr. 
Quimby in the Zoology Department of the Collece. 


District Ranger Reynolds departed March 12 for Bozeman and 
Butte te confer with Federal Bureau of Investigation persormel regarding 
law enforcement training, returning the i4tkh. 


Park Naturalist Condon left Merch 16 for San Francisco for a 
conference in the Western Office, Division of Design and Construction, 
in connection with the public use building to be constructed in the new 
Canyon village area. He returned the afternoon of March 23. 


Forester Barrows left March 26 for Glacier National Park on 
matters affecting thet area and Missoula where he contacted Forest Service 
personnel regarding cooperative blister rust, forest insect and fire 
control matters. He delivered to Glacier a Pontiac station wagon from 
Rocky Mountain National Park and about eight miles of emergency telephone 
wire surplus at Yel lowstene. 


Assistant Chief Ranzer Cerry returned March 1 from attendance 
on armual leave throughout February at the Eleventh Annual School of 
Public Administration sponsored by the Montana State University at 


Chief Hanger Brown started on military and annual. leave on 
March 11, to contirmme until April 10. lie was recalled to duty for trabving 
in the Mountain and Gold Weather Training Command at Fort Carson, Colorado, 
lolding the rank of Major, Infantry, U. S. Army Reserve, assignment lasting 
to March 25, following which he entered on anmal leave. Assistant Chief 
Ranger McComas was designated Acting Chief Ranger during his absences. 


Staff meetings of various division heads and other park officials 
were held in the conference room on March 1 and 15. 


Yellowstone National Park celebrated its S4th birthday on March 
1, President Ulysses 5S. Grant having signed the bill on March 1, 1872, 
creating Yellowstone as the first national park of the world "for the 
benefit and enjoyment of the people". 
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iscellaneous. The National Federation of Federal lmployees 
held its vemeanr maar meeting March 5 follewed by 2 celebration of 
the park's &4th birthday participated in by the wives as well as members. 
The center of attraction was a large birthday cake. Superintendent 
Rogers talked on the park's origin and other historical data connected 
with the area and cards were played and lunch served. 


The Yellowstone Park Sunday School held its Amal Picnic at 
Lamar Unit on March 11. 


On March 12 the American Federation of Government Employees 
held its regular monthiy meeting in the Canteen. 


Deaths. Willard P. Limiauer, Division of Design and Construction, 
Washington Office, passed away March 10 at the Circle Terrace Hospital 
in Alexandria, Virginia, following a heart attack. Funeral services were 
held March ry with interment in Arlington National Cemetery. "Dutch" for 
& mumber of years was Highway Engineer in the iezion Two Office and 
visited Yellowstone on numerous occasions. 


Births. A son was born March 29 to District Ranger and Mrs. 
Foster R. Freeman at the Park Hospital in Livingston. He has been named 
David Ralph. 


Pergomel. Charles E. Moore, Time, Leave and Payroll Super- 
visor, GS-5, left March 7 for Casper, Wyoming, on Separation--To accept 
appointment as Wage and Hour Investigator, GS-7, vage and Hour and 
Public Contracts Division, Department of Labor, effective at the close 
of March 10. 


Eémund H. Gnuse, who came to the park for interview March 12 
and 13, was selected for the position of Personnel Officer, GS-9. He 
arrived and entered on duty March 26 by Transfer (Career) from Employee 
Relations Assistant, GS-7, Naval Ammmnition Depot, Hastings, Nebraske, 


Mes. Alice B. Marphy resigned effective at the close of March 23 
from her temporary appointment to the position of Clerk-Stenographer, 
GS-4, in the Chief Park Naturalist's office. 


Richard Ww. Ketcham, — (Civil), GS-9, left March 27 on | 
promotion and change of headquarters to Engineer (Civil), GS-11 in the 
Western Office, Division of Design and Construction, San Francisco, 


Advice was received March 12 of promotion and change of head- 
quarters for John A. Schmid, Engineer (Civil), 65-9, to Supervising 
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Highway Engineer, GS-11, at the Nastern Office, Division of Design and 
Construction, Philadelphia, to be effective May 20. 


Philip H. Wohlbrandt, Engineer (Civil), 65-12, received 
notice March 13 of his selection for promotion to the position of 


Regional Engineer, 65-13, Region Three Office. 


Norman B. Herkenham, Park Naturalist, GS-9, reeeived travel 
orders on March 29 on his promotion and change of headewarters to Parc 
Naturalist, GS-11, Recky Mountain National Park, to eter on duty at that 
area on April 22. 


Leonard A. Selle, Janitor, Uneraded, resiged at the close of 
March 350 to enter into business in Idaho. 


George J. Tracy, seasonal Fire Control Aid (General), —_ 
fire cache supervisor) ; Was furloughed effective at noon March 2 and 
retumed to duty March 26, 


Mrs. Beulah M. Kitchens received a temporary appointment as 
Time, Leave and Payroll Clerk, GS-4, effective March 19 and Shirley Rac 
Epperson and Shirley Amn Yan Gilder received similar appointments to 
Clerk-Stenographer, GS-3 on March 21 and 26, respectively. 


In-Service Training. Seventeen mexbers of the Protection 
Division and one har of the Interpretive Division reeeived 30 hours 
of training in First Aid, completing the Instructor's Course during the 
week March 19-23. American Red Cross Mield Representative John Kolpaceff 
of Boulder, Colorado, conducted the course. 


District Park Ranger Freeman receive in-service training in 
timekeeper and payroll work at the Pisesl Office Payroll Section 
March 12-14. 


On March 13, mammals and training literature including the 
information mammal, manual on talks, on donducted trips, campfire 
programs, and information services were sent to six new seasonal park 
ranger naturalists who will enter on duty in June. ‘These manuals were 
sent to the men so they could use them in preparing for their summer's 
work» 


On Friday, March 3, Equipment Supervisor Rebinson projected 


three reels on lém. motion pictures. These were on equipment operations 
and safety. They were shown to members of the mechanical division and 
others. 


On each Thursday Yellowstone's Weekly News was issued to keep 
persomel, concessioners and others currently informed of park happenings, 
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Accidents and Public Safety. One Class A and one Mass B 
motor vehicle accident were reported during the month on the Gallatin 
Road north of West Yellowstone. The occupants of the cars involved in 
the Class B accident received only minor injuries. 


Building Fire Pr jon. Considerable time was spent by 
fire control personnel * making up plans for in-service training and 
a conference program for building fire suppression training of service 
persomel. 


Cooperative Activities 


General » An interesting article on Yellowstone in 
winter and the life of a winterkeeper appeared in the Sunday Mareh 11 
issue of the Billings Gazette. The article wae written by Mrs. Marjorie C. 
Matross of Gardiner and featured Mr. and Mrs. Delph Eecer. It was 
illustrated with a mamber of excellent winter pictures supplied by ifr. 
Eager. 


. On March 29 an article on the park was prepared and sent with 
pictures to the Spokane Daily Chronicle for its spring vacation and 
travel section. 


A press release on the elk census was sent March 30 to the 
major portion of the park's mailing list. 


A total of 91,200 Yellowstone broadsides remained on hand at 
the close of March. 


tes and se The regular Sunday Scheel 
services were id - the Yellowsto tional Park chapel each Sunday 
at 11:00 a.m. except March 11, when it was dismissed so that they could 
hold their Sunday School picnic at Lamar. The church services sponsored 
by the Gardinex-Mamoth church committee were held each Sunday in the 
Chapel at 10:00 a.m. with the Rev. Duane Murphy conducting the services. 
On March 25, as part of the regular services, Baptismal services were 
held and Mr. fimbley Child was baptized. The Superintendent's Church 
Committee, after carrying out negotiations with the Whittemore Association, 
Inc., ordered from thea, a complete communion service for 160 persons. 
Thie service consists of three trays of communion glasses with a base and 
lid, a glass filler and two bread plates. These were given by the 
euployees of Hamilton Stores in memory of May Spence Hamilton, late wife 
of concessioner C. A. Hamilton. The service will have engraved upon it: 
"In Memory of May Spence Hamilton, 1897 ~ 1955 by Hamilton Stores 
Employees.” 


On Mareh 1 Superintendent Rogers designated the following to 
serve on the Church Committee until further notice: David de L. Condon, 

Ernest Anderson, Secretary~Treasurer, Frank Mattson, Joe 
Kurtz, Aleda Joffe and J. Stanley Fillmore. Mr. Rogers will serve as 
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ex-officio member. The functions of the Committee include the arrange- 
ment of religious services of the various faiths in the park during the 


Ty a . Park Naturalist Condon presented a 
talk to 28 — setmel teachers in the Park County Court House, Livingston, 
on Mereh 2. Park Naturalist Beal presq@ited @ program to 250 young people 
on the afternoon of March 24 in Bozeman, Montana. This program was part 

of the Montana Wildlife Jamboree which was sponsored by the Sozewan 

Chamber of Commerce. 


On March 29, 30 and part of the 3lst, Dr. A. V. Pulling and 
Dr. Saul of Idaho State College, Pocatello, visited the north side of 
Yellowstone with « group of students on a field trip. Biologist Kittams 
spent the day of the 29th with the croup visitine sections of the 
Northern Yellowstone elk range. On the morning of the 30th Park 
Naturalist Condon gave the group a 13-hour talk on the development of 
the National Parks and the significance of the resources found in Yellow- 
stone National Park. Park Naturalist Beal spent the balance of the 30th 
with the group on a field trip te the northeast entrance and return. 
There were eighteen in the party. 


Several motion pictures were shown to members of the Mamaoth 
commmity and others during the month. On March 9, the movie "People's 
Heritage" was shown to 120 people. On March 24, 140 people saw the 
motion picty "In The Beginning" which pertained to Grand Canyon and 
"Yosemite National Park". 


Park Rateed’. st Herkenham presented 2 program using the motion 
picture "Your Yellowstone" to 140 people at the annual Uagles Banquet in 
Gardiner on March 17. 


Redustitdes and 1émm. motion pictures were sent to various 
rougnout the country for interpretive purposes outside of the 


Les 2 and Exhibits. a great deal of time was ds- 

for the exhibits which will be included in 
@ Cary! abe Some work has been done on the exhibit 

glanning for the Old Faithful Courtyard Exhibits. 


Park Naturalist Condon went to San Francisco on March 16 and 
returned on the 23rd. While in San Francisee, conferences were held 
with Mr. Ralph Lewis, Chief of the Museum Branch, and Mr. Sanford Hill, 
Chief of the Western Office of Design and Construction, on the museum 
requirements for the Canyon Visitor's Center Building. 


The painters began painting the wails and woodwork in the main 
exhibit room of the Mammoth museum on March 19. During the month, new 
stair treads were placed on the stairway which soes from the office to 
the basement. 
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Kodaslides and & 10" black and white prints of the Yellowstone 
winter subjects were sent to the Chief of the Branch of Information, 
Washington,D. 0. fer use in the National Geographic Magazine. 


Natural History Association. The Yellowstone Library and 
Museum Association installe and put inte operation, a new bookkeeping 
system during March to conform to the recommendations of the Auditor's 
report. 


The galley proof for the book "Yellowstene Bannock Indian 
Trails" by Wayne Replogle was received from the Smith-Brooks Company. 


Qperations 


pncessioners. The Yellowstone Park Medical Service permit was 
submitted by the Seeretary of the Interior to the Committees of Congress 
for review on March 13. If found te be in order the permit will be 
approved by the Superintendent on May 19 (67 days after March 13). This 
permit covers a three-year period, January 1, 1956, to December 31, 1958, 
and is signed by the partnership of Drs. Alfred Me. Lueck, Jom A. Pearson, 
Le M. Baskett and Thomas Clemons of the Park Hospital in Livingston. 


An increase in the price of sasoline to be sold in the park was 
approved on March 26, changing the price for iegular gasoline from 35¢ 
to 354¢ per gallon and that for Ethgl gasoline from 36¢ to 38h¢ per 
gallon to be effective May 1 with the opening of the Hamilton oa Faithful 
Lower Store and Service Station. 


Me. and Mrs. Jack E. Haynes were in the park March 14 from their 
Winter headquarters at Bozeman, Montana. 


The Yellowstone Park Company repair garace at Gardiner reopened 
March 5, having been closed down since December 23. 


W. M. Nichols, President, Yellowstone Park Company, and John &. 
Nichols, Vice-President of the Company, were in the park March 22 and 23 
to observe the new pilot motel cabin built by their contractor, McNeil 
Construction Company, preparatory to the prefabrication of 300 room 
units for Canyon and to confer with Superintendent Rogers and others on 
the Company's operation and construction program. On March 10, Bruce 
McNeil, General Manager for the McNeil Construction Company, Mrs. maa» 
Assistant General Manager Franz, and Superinternient of Construction &. H. 
Westlund, and Gilbert Lord, Architect of Welton Secket and Associates, 
Los Angeles, Architects for the Yellowstone Park Company, made inspection 
with Yellowstone officials of the model. cabin unit. 


aintenance. March weather was about normal, with high winds 
and snow, a ten teen ot sunshine and quite a few cold and snowy. Snow- 
plows da to the water supply intake at Indian and Panther Creeks 
March 16. ‘Two rotary snowplows left Mammoth on March 26 heading out 
toward Old Faithful te afford the Yellowstone Park Company opportunity 
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to complete the floor in the main lodge miilding and beginning the 
opening of the park reeds. Smowplowing has not been too difficult to 
date; however, this section was plowed late in Decesher, which eliminated 
mach of the heavy early snow. 


Frost boils are numerous this spring and there is evidence 
we will have considerable spring breakup of reads. A amall amount of 
patching was done the past week between Mamzoth and Gardiner, During 
the few warm days the snow settled and melted, causing some damage to 
road shoulders at several locations. Some high water amd possible damage 
7 a are anticipated when warm weather gets here for any length of 


A larece extronce sign for the Bast imtrance has been roughed 
out; also an entrance sign for the South ond of the Gallatin read section. 
Painters are working at the Mammoth Museum and Mommoth mess house, 


rote i Service. ‘Winter patrols from Mammoth 
were completed erie the first part of the month with the Lamar patrols 
completed on the 6th, and the Thorofare patrols, including South Entrance, 
on the 9th. ‘These patrols were taken to Lake by weasel and Sno-Cat, and 
the Thorofare patrol was transperted back to Mammoth on the 10th-lith. 
Other patrols included a 4-day trip from South Entrance to Heart Lake 
ami Harebell 10th-13th, patrols from West Yollowstene to South Riverside, 
ist-3rd, to Old Faithful 10-14, Cougar Creek 19-21, and to Sportsman 
Lake and Mammoth 28-30, Due to unusually heavy mowfall special attention 
Was given to clearing snow from Government buildings at outlying stations. 
Chief Ranger Brown and District Manger Coleman accompanied the men on 
the two major patrols and, with oversnow equipment operators, cleared 
snow from buildings at the interior stations. fhe regular snow course 
readings were taken, 


A sueceseful count of the northern Yellowstone elk herd was 
accomplished late in the month with the cooperation of the Montana 
Fish and Gane Department, U. S. Forest Service, the Park Biologist and 
members of the Protection Division. With the use of both helicopter 
and plane it is believed that more than 90% of the elk were actually 
counted, This total count amounted to 6,963 animals of which 5,904 were 
inside the park. The Chief Ranger's Office assisted in getting out for 
wide distribution releases and statements regarding the count. 


Special assistance, including use of oversnow equipment, was 
given to Walt Disney photographer Stewert Jewell for a trip to Lake, 
West Thumb, and Old Faithful, March 24-30 for winter pictures of Yel low- 
stone. 


Acting Chief Sanger MeComas attended the Superintendent's 
staff meetings on the lst and 15th. Assistant Chief Ranger Sdwards 
returned on the 2nd from a mecting at Missoula, Montana, with U. 5. 
Forest Service and Blister Rust Control personnel regarding the 1956 
blister rust control program. He alse made several inspection trips to 
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the Lamar Unit. Assistant Chief Hanger Garry returned to duty on the 2nd 
from attendance at the Annual School of Public Administration at Montana 
University at Missoula on amnual leave. District Ranger feynolds con- 
ferred with FBI persoarmel at Butte, Montena, March 13-14 resarding the 
law enforcenent training section of the armual Ranger Conference and a 
proposed extended course of training. He also attended a safety meeting _ 
on the 26th. District Ranger Gilbert worked with Montana State Biologist 
Joe Towmsend the 28th on a survey of elk winter kill in the Gallatin area. 
Assistant Chief Ranger Carry and District Ranger Grimm inspected elk 
damage and provisions for protection of oes in the Mammoth area on 
the 5th. 


The Chief Ranger's Office prepared numerous replies to inquiries 
for special information, kept records and reports current, and began 
assembling mimeographed and other materials for summer use at entrance 
and other ranger stations. Considerable correspondence was also necessary 
lining up seasonal rangers andi other seasonal employees. This added 
eonsiderably to the workload placed upon the Chief Uanger's Office clerk~ 
stenographer. Work is well started on motor vehicle accident summaries 
for the past three years. District Ranger Keynolds completed a marual 
for a comprehensive system of reporting criminal offenses, copies of 
Which were forwarded to the Director and the Negional Office, 


ee cement. No persons were charged with offenses during 
the month. y one offense was reported, that concerning a case of 
vandaliem at North Entrance. Assistance was rendered cooperating state 
and federal authorities by park rangers in the field investigation of 
personnel and offenses. The Park County Sheriff of Livingston recently 
apprehended two youthful burglars outside the park who admitted committing 
several larcenies in the park last swumer. Special agents of the FEI 
are cooperating with us in returning the stele property te the lawful 
Owners, . 


i e and Fish Cultural Activities. BEAR, No observations 
of bear have reported as yet but tracks were noted near Indian Creek 
on the 30th and at Madison Junction on the 18th. 


BISON. Buffalo have moved back to exposed ridgea at higher 
@Glevations. A lone buffalo spent several days in the vicinity of 
Gardiner ami now appears te be making hie headquarters at Stevens Creek. 
During the census and as observed by men on ski patrols, buffalo were 
noted around small hot spot areas and seemed to have suffered from the 
hard winter, On one of the patrols into Old Faithful by rangers at West 
Entrance, 162 bison were counted between Nez Perce Creek and Old Faithful. 
These animals appeared in good condition although two dead were noted 
near Ojo Caliente hot pool. OGne was an old bull and the other a calf 
which had fallen into the pool. Eight bison were neax lower Dagle Creek 
by Gardiner on March 19 but within the next few days they had moved back 
inte the park. A considerable mumber of bison were seen along the lower 
Yellowstone River during the elk count but figures have not yet been 
compiled. Biologist Kittams prepared a report on his analysis of the 
changes in populations of bison herds as indicated by the aerial census 


of late January. 
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ELK, Pressure for feeding elk in the Gallatin area north of 
the park became so great that the Montana Fish and dame Department, 
distributed 150 bales of hay betwoen March 7 and 22. State biolosists 
observed use of the hay made by elk and also examined all dead elk they 
could find outside as well as inside the park. They took samples of 
paunches, saved jaws for aging and took sections ef bone te determine 
animal condition. On March 23 the State Warden counted 160 elk in and 
near the park in the Gallatin drainage. 


Additional date on tagzed elk have been tabulated. 


Generally the condition of elk is poor near the end of a severe 
winter, but warmer weather has exposed some areas which may provide enough 
forage to allow better survival than wis thought likely at first. Another 
bad storm or two would be critical. Montana State Game officials reported 
finding about 50 dead elk outside the park in the Gallatin area and park 
rengers found 23 other animals dead within the park boundary in the same 
area. 

Elk are mumerous along the Madison Miver te Madison Jumetion. 
Over 100 were counted. Four dead were noted, 


Antler shedding appears later than usual. Elk, as well as other 
ruminants have moved back to higher elevations in the Lamar area. 


ELK CENSUS. A census of the Northern Yellowstone elk was 
conducted March 20-22. Helicopters were expected to arrive in the park 
in early March for the census but were delayed by weather which slowed 
up work in Idaho and finally arrived early om Merch 23. Using the two 
machines, it was possible to complete the census in three days. Total 
time flown over the park was 34.2 hours; the time, 5.8 hours, for the 
area outside the park was handled by the Montana Fish and Game Department, 
with assistance of Forest Service personnel. One small area at the lower 
edge of the elk range, where only $1 elk were counted, was covered by 
the State plane. iiik counted in the park, 5,904,plus those outside, 1,059, 
make a total observed of 6,963. Trails, distriimtion of the animals and 
observed changes in locations of bands indicated elk were moving upward 
during the counting period from March 26 te 22. towever, observers 
believed this did not reduce accuracy of the count since the time span 
was short, good area divisions were geerally reached by the end of each 
day and two areas where movement was suspected were recounted. The two 
pilots, from Johnson Flying Service of Missoula, were very cooperative 
in flying long days and were very considerate of the observers for the 
park, Ranger Harold Jones, Smokejumper—Squadieader Tom Milligan and 
Biologist Kittams. 


MOUNTAIN GOAT. A male of this species was seen from a helicopter 
on the west side of Sepulcher Mountain on March 20. Warden Supervisor 
Sherman believes this animal wandered into the park from a plant made 
in the Spanish Peaks of the Madison Mountain ‘ange. 
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MOOSE. On the 18th it was necessary to destroy a cow moose 
with a broken leg east of the Northeast Inmtrance Station. On one oeca~ 
sion travelers were held up on the road near the station for about 45 
mirntes when a bull moose refused to leave the highway. 


FISH. On the 23rd Montana State Fisch Biologists Opheim and 
Nelson, accompanied by Assistant Chief Hanger Chapman and District Sanger 
Coleman, took fish samples from Leva and Blacktail Creeks for study of 
possible effects of DDT aerial spraying. 


Persomel in the Entomolegy office at Montena State College are 
interested in contimuing studies on insect populations in streams within 
the area sprayed with DDT and want te sample streame above the spray area. 
They hope to make 4 collection of bottom fewne in April before water 
levels rise with heavy runoff. 


TRUMPETER SwAN. Information on wintering habitat for trumpecter 
swans in Yellowstone was prepared for the Fish and Wildlife Service which 
plane to initiate a study of wintering crounds in the near future. 


Three trumpeter swan were observed near Tower Fall on the 2ist. 
Three more were seen near Lewis River road carp on the Oth. 


Range. During the first half of the month tesperatures were 
low, with minimzas below zero on seven days at Mammoth. Tenperatures 
were relatively high during the last half of the month, with s maximum 
of 58 degrees and with minimums above freezing on four days at Mammoth. 
Precipitation of 0.'70 inch at Mammoth was lees than half the normal of 
1.59 inches. 


Definite melting of enow beman on March 17; within four days 

all of the critical range was free of snow. Ey the end of the month 

snow had melted from some non-critical range. Although old snow was 
generally so hard that grazing animale were unable to paw through it, 

a@ eonsiderable amount of forace was available on snow-free areas. Forage 
removal on eritical range below Mammoth has been nearly complete. Higher 
up, onlyanall spots within critical sectors show heavy utilization; the 
remainder of the eritical sectors have licht to moderate utilization. 


Rik and bison on the northern Yellowstone range were feeding 
over most of the range util mid-March. Probably this was due to the 
rather even snow cover. Only a very small part of the critical range 
was free of snow until mid-March, which ee explains the umusuel 
utilization pattern for the past winter 


Two illustrated talks on the northern Yellowstone range were 
presented by the Biologist to 68 students in the fifth to twelfth grades 
of the Gardiner School on Merch 15. The Biologist spent March 27 with 
14 students and two professors, of Zoology an Uotany, from idaho State 
College. ‘The northern Yellowstone range problen was first reviewed 
indoors by the use of slides, then the group drove to Pebble Creek and 
observed the wildlife, range condition and study plots. 
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On the Galletin range, a small amount of non-critical range 
is free of snow but considerably less forage is available for elk than 
on the Yellowstone drainage area. 


Bids were made up fer securing a plane 
te use in karesk tere Exepectien — our emoke jumper program. Bids were sent to 
ten concerns that are in air service business. These bids are to be 
opened April 5. The western Air Lines was contacted regarding the avail- 
ability of their hangar at West Yellowstone for use as a anokejwaper loft 
again this season. 


After receiving the 1955 forest fire reports for Yellowstone, 
Forester Barrows submitted a memorandum suggesting improvements. 


Blister Rust Control. Notice was received March 23 that (7,400 
was being released for our spring blister rust control program. 


A 30—man crew has been selected and advised on what dates te 
report for duty, 24 experienced men, and only 6 inexperienced men have 
been selected. 


Expansion of blister rust control units in Region Two areas 
was approved by the Washington Office on March 9 which adds 19,980 acres 
to the present program. 


Ingects. It was decided not to control the spruce bud- 
worm infestation on some 5,427 acres at Yellowstone. Arrangenmts were 
made for persormmel from the Forest Insect Laboratory to check both the 
budworm area treated last sumer at Yellowstone and the new infestation 
to determine larvae populations. This will be done early in May. 


Ranch and Corral Operatioris. In addition to the regular feeding 
and caring for the hoveas and males, ’ personnel at Lamar Unit did consid~ 
erable work on repairing riding end packing couipment. 


One horse and 2 miles were purchased during the month as 

| replacements of condemed animals sold least fall. These were purchased 
from Jed Smith, Livingston, Montana. ‘The entire herd of horses ari 

\ miles was given the phenothiazine worm treatment. Also, some animals 

| were treated for mange and ticks. Wo. 49 horse, Danny, was treated for 
Azoturia, but he still suffers from stiff joints. 


| Trails. Work on trail signs was started the latter part of 
! the month and signs for the Old Faithful, Lamar and Canyon Districts 
are in various steges of partial completion. 


The screening of applications for trail maintenance positions 
contimes and te date 5 men have been selected, At the close of the 
month 3 of these had accepted our offer of employment. 
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or Park Landeespe ieehitent Mattoon in oollaboration with Park = iaarcinel 
Wolibrandt fer submission to the Director to nieture the altustion in 
regard to utilities and especially power for these areas. Mr. Mattson 
prepared plans EP-YEL 2452 on ental Trailer Court Layout at Fishing 
ee ae at Sheet 6 on Eight Studies and gee nn frwenreen. 
for Entrance Sign for Yellowstone Gutrances, as part of sign prograx 


Hamilten Stores, Inc. has submitted plans for ita Canyon Store 
and ployee Dormitory and these have been routed to the Regional and 
Washington Offless. 


New Construction. Ali Park Service and Gevernment contract 
projects remained ¢) oad down for the winter and the only concessioner 
construction conadated of the er ge and dnepection of the pilot 
cabin constructed at the Yel 

ee cnateneter, Neliedl 0 


to to discuss a proposal Saing uate ly the feckane reeling halen over 

pphone facilities within Yellowstone National Park. The propels 
are eontinzent upon aceaptance by beth the Yellowstone Park Company 
National Park Servies. The staff here was favorably impressed and is of 
the opinion that negotiationa should be continued, details te be worked 
out to the satisfaction of all emeerned. <A proposed integrated radio 
system was also discussed and a proposal will be submitted by the Tele- 
phone Company in early April. 


Conferences were held anong Service persormel on power for the 
Canyon area and with Park Mlectrie Cooperative papronertant ves te con. 
sider the uee of power for heating cabins at Canyon 


tdwnd B. Rogers 
Superisrtendent. 


Forms 10<2) and 10-771 attached 
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Copy to Region Two w/e Forme 
Files (2) 
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